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Opponents arc nlountiilg a last- 
ditch effort to rally the public 
against the intercounty connector. 
the $2.4 billion toll ruad that Mary- 
land Icadcrs hnpc to start building 
next yeikr. 

llle campaigll, corning d ; i y  h ~ -  
fore t h t  frdcral gnvernl~~ent is to is- 
sue its fnal cnvironmc~~td review. 
included a news coni~tencc ycstcr- 
day by four Montgomery Cuunly 
elected trificials who denounced 
what they c a l ~ l  c.ncrssivcly Iligh 
tolls. 

'l'heir anallxis conclurlerl that it 
would cost motorists about $6 a day 
to use the higl~way, rncaning conl- 
llluters whose salaries arc $30,000 a 
year would spend 5 percent ui their 
gross pay rach weck. 

T h e  answur to who this hidlway 
will serve is quite evident." Dcl. 
Adrienne A. Mandt.1 (D-h.Ic)nt~um- 
cry) said at the news conference ill 
Rockville. "Thc trucking cornpanics 
will not \rink an eye a t  these tolls. 
while the public wince." 

This weck, the Auduhon Natu- 
ralist Si~cicty plans to debut a televi- 
sion commercial on cable stations ill 
Montgomery. The ;id states that thc 
planricd road is bad for the environ- 
mcnt, won't rclicve traffic and n-ill 
cost users money 
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KC'S Foes Hope to Rally Public Against Road 
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An announcer =ys "toll" three 
iinies in the 3hecond spot, which 
ends with a voice decIaring, The  
ICC - a toU road that's good for 
:~rlthing.' 

Maryland Transportation Secre 
tary R&rt L. Flanagan dismissed 
thc flurry of opposition activity as 'a 
desperate, eleventh-hour effort." He 
uid drivers would pay no nlure in 
lolls than daily Metro riders spend 
(In fares. 

The 18-mile, six-lane highway 
rvvuld cut  through a mix of park- 
h i d  and residential communities 
hetween Interstates 270 and 95 in 
,\nrthern Montgomery and Prince 
George's counties. Federal approval 
-- which state officials anticipate 
-- would represent one of the last 
:n~.ior hurdlcs for a project that has 
k e n  5 0  vears in the works. 

Mandel was joined at the news 
conference by Montgomery County 
Council ~nernkrs Phil Andrews (D- 
Gaithersburg-RocMe) and &ri- 
!p Praisner (DEastern County), 
~ n d  Takorna Park City Council 
rr~enber Marc Elrich. 

'The public needs to know Ihe 
:ruth about the [projwt] before it's 
fati latc," Andrews said. They need 
to  knuw we are m k n g  a huge mis- 
lake." 

The state plans to pay for the 
rnnil largely by borrowing against 
!ilturr federd funds and using to1 
revenue lo repay hnds .  The rest 
would come ham stale futlds and 
money carrnarkd by Congress. 

Supporters say he highway is 
:Iccessary to link the thriving busi- 
ness community along 1-270 with 
Rdtirnnre-Washington Intemation- 
a1 Airport and the Port of Baltimore, 
hnth accewible by 1-95. They also 
~y it would reduce t d c  in the 
1 ~pid iy  crowding ~lorlhern suburbs. 

Hut swte officials have acknowI- 
~~Igtul  that huilding the highway 
?vu;lld do litll~., if anythmg, to re- 
lievc traffic on the chronically 
4.lomd Capital Beltway. 

'I'huse c~pposd to the road also 
say i t  would damage the environ- 
ment and caraJyze dcveIoprnent in a 
part of thy state that is fding fast 
w ~ t h  strip maus, housing develop 
monk and other h h a r k s  of outer 
suburbia. 

Opponent5 hxid their latest cam- 
~ ' ; 1 1 g  is a i m d  a t  changing opinion 
In arras outside the highway's im- 
!;]date c~~rridor. "Our main target 

3 pcwple who don't know the way - project affccts them," said Brian 
~ r y  of the Auduh~n N a t u d s t  ' =iy. 'They've snrt oi been left 

A TV commercial by opponents says the intercounty connector would 
boost development and do little to ease congestion on the Capital 
Beltway and other roads. 

out of this be- 
muse they 
think, 'It's not 
in my back 
yard, so there 
fore it doesn't 
affect me.' " 

But, he said, 
Ithere's no 

Rabert flanagan question that 
callsthedrire"a the [connec- ' 

desperate, eler tor1 is draining 
enth-hour eUort." money amy  

born Metro 
and other public transit. What's be 
ing missed about the most expen- 
sive transprtation project in the 
state's history is it does impact 
them." 

Hcnry said opponents will pass 
out leaflets and go dwr to dwr in 
Silver Spring, M e s d a  and else- 
where to try to convince residents 
that the project would negatively af- 
fect them. 

Montgomery County Executive 
Douglas M. Duncan (D), a prow 
nent of the project. joined the office 
of Gov. Roberl L. Ehrlich Jr. (R) in 
denouncing such efforts. 

"Just like the Grinch who stole 
Christmah, there are some who 
wnuld steal the most promising 
thing we haw to reduce gridlock in 
our region: the intercounty connec- 
tor," said Duncan, who is weking to 
win the Demmatic p+ for 
governor next year. 

"The public needs to know. . . we 
are making a huge mistake," Phil 
Andrews siy of building the road. 

Flanagm, the itate tran5por!a- 
tion s~cretary, said he expects Ecder- 
a1 approval uf the enviromienhl im- , 
pact statement within a few weeks. 

~ 1 ,  the Iederal govcmment can i+ 
i After a 30clay public comment pr-ti- , 

sue its find approval of thr projwt , 

so thr: . k y  Corps of Enginte~s mi / 
begin issuing the n d e d  p~rmits 

"Once get the fdmd pernlits, 
we are ulf and running," F l a r i d ~ ~ n  I 
said. ! 

At that point, state lawmaker< 
could still balk at the pruj~t ' s  prii.4:. 
and opponents have pronisc(1 lu 
bring legal action il needed. 

Henp said one ui the gnalr of his 
group's campaign is to cunvit~ce 1 
p p I e  that " h s  is a dwrslon ivc 
can sti!l make and Ulat it's not sonw i 
thing that's already b c ~ n  decided." I 


